301 North Street
Batavia, NY 14020
585-343-5808
Monday—Friday
9AM— 5PM

www.ywcagenesee.org/
www.ywcausa.org/

2020 is a year full of celebrations, anniversaries, and events that impact all women!
This year marks the YWCA of Genesee County’s 110-Year Anniversary! The following page pays tribute
to our founder, Frances G. Francis whose legacy lives on in the work we do every day to eliminate
racism and empower women. This momentous occasion definitely deserves a Gala Celebration – and so
on September 19, 2020 we invite you all to join us as we pay tribute to our rich history. The Gala
Committee is already busy making plans and details will be unveiled as the date gets closer.
2020 is an election year and also the 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment, which gave some
women the right to vote and the 55th Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which later
expanded voting rights for people of color. Women consistently report significant concerns around
sexual harassment, domestic and sexual violence, discrimination, unequal pay, and gun violence.
Women have taken those concerns and turned them into action by running for elected positions and
turning out at the polls in record numbers. In 1872, Susan B. Anthony tried to vote in the presidential
election and was arrested and prosecuted. That same year, Sojourner Truth demanded a ballot and
was turned away. The women of the suffragette movement gave everything, including their lives, to
give women the right to vote. If you aren't already registered to vote – now’s the time! Your Voice. Your
Vote. Your Future.
The Census will also take place this year beginning in March. This is another opportunity to be counted
and heard. The census determines political representation and state and federal funding that helps to
provide services to each community. Every person needs to be counted, so please take time to
complete the census when you receive it.
The YWCA of Genesee County has been on the forefront of the most critical and pervasive issues that
affect women and young girls for 110-years. While our programs may have changed over the years, our
mission remains the same – to eliminate racism and empower women. Millie Tomidy-Pepper

Eve Hens—President
Liz Farmer—Vice President
Lucille DiSanto—Secretary
Linda Rost—Treasurer
Jill Smith—Member
Ruth Andes—Member
Nicole Davis—Member

Millie Tomidy-Pepper—Executive Director
Lindsey Reed—Office Manager
Dennis Stothers—Maintenance

Justina Garner—Program Director

A huge thank you to all of our volunteers,
whom without, we would not be able to carry
out our mission.

Rena McCumiskey—Case Manager
Eva Graham—Case Manager

Jenn Woeller— Program Coordinator

Gary Rolen—Services Coordinator/Counselor

Stacie Stein—Program Assistant

Special thanks go out to these terrific businesses for sponsoring the YWCA of Genesee
County’s 110-Year Anniversary. Their support helps us to provide vital and lifesaving
programs to the community!

Join us for some family fun at Batavia Downs. We will
have over 100 vendors, food trucks, entertainment,
bounce houses and much more! Plus it’s FREE to get in!
For updates, and to see what vendors will be coming this
year, please visit our Spring Fest 2020 Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/ywcagenesee.org/

Help us celebrate the YWCA’s
110-Year Anniversary!
Our Gala Celebration will be held in the Park Place
Event Center at the Batavia Downs. Amazing details
coming soon!

Plan a fun night out with great people, great food and
entertainment! Look for more details to follow on our
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/
ywcagenesee.org and our website at ywcagenesee.org

Frances G. Francis
Founder and First President
of the Batavia YWCA

We would not be celebrating the 110-year anniversary of the YWCA
with out Frances G. Francis, our founder and first president!
Frances G. Francis was born in 1848, a time when women did not enjoy many of the
rights we now take for granted. Women could not own property, they couldn’t vote, and
they could not pursue an education or career as we do today. Frances, like all women of
that time, lived with these imposed restrictions simply because she was born a women.
At the age of 60, after a lifetime of oppression, Frances knew she wanted to lead the
force for change. She envisioned a different life for women, one that empowered them
to reach their highest potential and achieve their greatest ambitions.
In the spring of 1909, Frances and several other like-minded women of Batavia decided
that an organization was needed to provide for the “spiritual, moral, social and physical
condition of women”. They held several meetings to formulate a plan to establish the
first women’s organization in Batavia. It is no surprise that their plans were met with a
significant amount of resistance from the men of the community, who frankly wanted
the women to give up their foolish thoughts and stay home to tend to the house and
children. Frances and her comrades persisted! Their collective persistence and grit
helped them face seemingly insurmountable challenges. Their determination paid off,
and finally on February 2, 1910, the “Batavia YWCA” was signed on as a Charter Member
of the National YWCA.
Frances served as president for the first 10 years of the YWCA’s existence and then her
older daughter, Alice Judd, followed in her mother’s footsteps as a major figure in the
Y’s early history. In fact, in 1960, The Golden Jubilee Anniversary was dedicated to Alice.

The stage is set for women to be a driving force in 2020.
The nation will commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment, which gave some
women the right to vote, and the 55th anniversary of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, which later
expanded critical voting rights and protections for people of color.
Women have responded with consistently high levels of voting participation. As we head into 2020,
women — particularly women of color — are primed to continue their unprecedented roles as
candidates and decisive voting constituencies in city, county, state, and national elections all over
America.
Against this backdrop, new data from YWomenVote2020 — YWCA’s 3rd national survey of women
in the United States that explores their economic, health, gender-based violence, workplace
equity, and racial justice concerns and priorities — finds:
Women are highly motivated to raise their voices to advance
shared personal and economic security interests in 2020, and
overwhelmingly call on policy makers to enact solutions that
address their priorities.
Despite national political discourse that highlights the
country’s divisions, women possess deep alignment and
shared interests across age, race, ethnicity, education,
and political affiliation.
Women expect leaders to take action to protect against
sexual harassment, sexual discrimination, and domestic
and sexual violence, which remain issues of significant
concern.
YWomenVote2020 frames clear expectations among women for Congress and the next presidential
administration. With 78% of women anticipating that the 2020 election will impact their lives, and
8-in-10 enthusiastic and almost certain to vote, this report provides a roadmap for candidates who
want to win in 2020.
To View the report go to http://online.fliphtml5.com/nbye/zaei/

Monday - Friday
9:00 - 4:30

When someone walks through our doors, our number one priority is their physical safety
and emotional well-being.
There are many different ways the abusive partner can have power and control over their victim including
physical, emotional, economic, isolation, sexual, and verbal abuse. We identify each individuals needs
and empower them to gain back their independence by providing them with free and confidential services
and resources in the community that can help them on their journey to be free from abuse.
Our Domestic Violence Crisis & Prevention Services
Program served a total of 384 new survivors in 2019
and had 1657 total contacts with survivors overall,
for a 42% increase in total services! While we strive
to increase the amount of survivors served, our
ultimate goal is to decrease the amount of those
who come back again and assist in breaking the
cycle of abuse.
There are many reason victims return back to their
abuser, these reasons may include fear, low selfesteem, the inability to be financially independent,
or many other reasons that may keep them from
leaving. According to national statistics, it takes an
average of 7 times for a victim to leave their
abuser, before leaving for the last
time. Sometimes the abuse escalates to a point that
leaving may be the only option for the families that
we serve. Our program has an emergency shelter that can house individuals and families fleeing an
abusive relationship, left with nowhere to go, for up to 90 days. Last year we provided a total of 1048
nights of safety in our emergency shelter for victims fleeing an abusive relationship. During their stay,
we empower our residents to become financially independent and gain back their freedom so that they
can maintain a healthy and safe future for themselves and their children.



Assistance with Filing a Family Offense
Petition to Obtain an Order of Protection



Rights and Options



Information and Referral



Assistance with Filing Family Court Petitions



Prevention Education



Court Accompaniment



Court Advocacy



Individual Counseling



Parenting After Violence



Emergency Shelter



Legal Aid

is one of twenty-nine centers run
by non-profit agencies throughout New York State and funded by the New York State Unified Court
System. We provide quality care to children six weeks through their 12th birthday, while caregivers
attend court proceedings. We offer healthy snacks, crafts, games, and stories. We promote a literacy
rich environment connecting young children with the Imagination Library and a book to go home with
after each visit. We provide families with needed resources such as WIC, DSS, DV services, food pantries,
or any other connection they may need to make.

We are always
accepting donations
of children's snack
tems, diapers,
wipes,
gently used or
new clothing,
Toys, and books.

The center has been operating for 20 years. The child care providers have many years of experience
and are both First Aid & CPR certified, and they maintain 30 plus hours of OCFS trainings. We host
quarterly Children's Center Advisory meetings with representation from court staff, local child care
agencies, community parents, and other agencies. Feel free to join us!

In 2019, we served 731 children and 507 families, which is a 14% and 18% increase, respectively, from
2018. We provided a dozen pair of shoes, 28 pairs of gloves, 19 hats, and 10 winter coats to families in
need thanks to donations from the United Way and Northgate MOPS. We promoted at home literacy
by sharing almost 500 children’s books with our families thanks to the generosity of the Richmond
Library and the Kiwanis Club.
2019 was a great year and we look forward to helping more families in our community in 2020.
Thank you to all our volunteers, we could not do this without you. Your support is vital to helping all
of our families!

